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Hi Everybody:
Go to the last page of
this Newsletter to see
who won Best Website at
the 2016 Annual Meeting Awards Banquet last
September!
Congratulations to the
Okanagan Chapter,
Tyson Konecny, and
most importantly Bruce
Kowalczyk who
redesigned our site from
top to bottom this year.
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In my last report, we had sold
our house, put all our stuff in storage, moved into our RV in a trailer
park in Peachland and started renovating our house in West Kelowna. It
was a 4 month stay in the RV and we
moved into our new digs on November 25th. We were just ahead of the
cold snap that hit so we were very
lucky. The garage is still full of boxes
that need to be unpacked and put
away or discarded. We are also getting ready Christmas which is right
Karen for that. I hope my mind will
around the corner.
get back to “Items aquatic” very
I have held up the publishing of this
soon. I even forgot a board meeting
December issue and I apologise to
M e m b e r s
We Thank You for Supporting the Antique & Classic Boat Society
by maintaining your Membership to the Okanagan Chapter!
To Join or Renew your Membership please go to

www.myacbs.org
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scheduled for December 15th.

There are a couple of important items for
your attention.
Firstly, our news letter editor is retiring from her position in September 2017 so
we are casting out to our membership for a
volunteer to take over from Karen Harrison.
Karen has done a fabulous job for us and
she gets a huge thank-you from the board
and our members for her dedication to this
wonderful quarterly news letter. Please get
back to myself or to Karen to express your
interest.
Secondly, your board has been working on a location for our 2017 boat show.
There is a chance that the Sicamous site will
not be available due to possible highway
construction. With that in mind, other options are being considered.

A): The Eldorado Hotel, site of many of our
early shows, has expressed interest in having us bring the show back to that location.
The hotel is now owned by The Argus Group
and our discussions with them continue. We
are currently awaiting a response on our proposal to them.

B): The city of Penticton is very keen for us to
return to their shores and develop this location as our way of expanding in future.

D r y

D o c k

There are pros and cons to each of these
locations and your board will be addressing
them in our January meeting. If you have any
thoughts that you would like to share on
these ideas, please feel free to send them to
us.

At our 2016 show in Sicamous, “Route 66”,
our 1966 Grew Cruiser, won the most original award. Karen asked for a short article
about our boat and then she sent it in to
ACBS. It is attached to this News Letter as a
link. She was bought in April of 1966 by my
Dad and this her 50th year to be in in our
family.

Reta & I wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and good health in 2017. We look forward to
connecting again in the 2017 boating season.

All the best.

Bruce W.
President
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Collector Classics Article from the Vancouver Sun
October 21st, 2016
OACBS Club Member Steve Leslie recently met Alyn Edwards of the Vancouver Sun at an A&W car
show this past summer. Apparently Alyn has a 1974 Century Gull Wing Hard Top that he is restoring, so
they got to talking about old boats.

Alyn ended up writing a story about Steve Leslie’s truck and boat for the driving section of the Vancouver Sun which you can access through this link http://driving.ca/auto-news/news/collector-classics1953-gmc-pickup-and-1942-chris-craft-runabout.
“Steve Leslie doesn’t drive his customized classic GMC pickup truck to many
car shows.
But when he does, he and his truck get
mobbed. But all the attention goes to
what’s out back.
His pickup tows a beautiful 1942 ChrisCraft mahogany Runabout meticulously
restored over a
three-year period by the Burnaby firefighter…..”

Thanks to Steve Leslie for sending in this article—a great story that you will
want to read for sure!
If you can’t access the link above please let Karen Harrison know and she will
forward to you the article separately.

D r y
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We have asked the winners of the of the 6th Annual Sicamous Antique and Classic Boat Show to send in
some pictures and information about their boats, and received excellent response from everyone—Thank
You!
Now we can share with you who the winners are, along with some interesting and entertaining
stories…..ENJOY!
Youth Judging 3rd Place – Nameless a 1948 Chris Craft Custom owned by Ike Keilgass and Brenda Chrystie
About Nameless:
Year: 1948
Builder: Chris Craft
Designer: Chris Craft
Length: 20'
Type: Chris Craft Custom
Power: Chris Craft V8

What is the story behind the “Nameless” name?
Ike doesn't like naming his boats and a friend and ex girlfriend
threatened to name it Dreamboat Barbie!
Brenda

Youth Judging 2nd Place - Joy Ride a 1956 Chris Craft Custom Sedan owned by Kelvin Williamson
My 1954 Chris Craft 22 foot Custom Sedan (S-22425) won the Skippers Choice Award at the 5 th
Annual Sicamous Antique and Classic Boat Show
presented by the Okanagan Antique and Classic
Boat Society in August of 2015. The boat had
been reconstructed in 2014 by Chris Casparis of
the Sea Sonic Boat Company.

D r y
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The boat was in pristine condition with only a few hours on it. The Skippers Choice Award was a vote by the boat owners at the
event. It was a great honor to win the coveted trophy. The boat owners are the most knowledgeable. This describes a little of
the history of this boat.
Joy Ride was originally built at the Chris Craft plant in Cadillac Michigan and was originally sold by Howe Marine Sales at Indian
River Michigan. I haven’t yet been able to determine who the first private owner was. I acquired a package of information
about the boat from the Mariners Museum of Newport News Virginia. They have an excellent collection of Chris Craft Company
records there. From the 1954 price schedule the list price for this boat was $5360.00 which about 3.5 times what a Ford car
would have cost at the time.
I bought the 22 foot Custom Sedan through the Antique Boat Center in Cincinnati Ohio in April of 2012. Paul Harrison had
found a distressed sale through his travels and suggested I check it out after I mentioned I was interested in a sedan style
boat. I ended up buying the boat sight unseen for a small amount of money. The owner of the boat was from California and
home port was Lake Arrowhead near San Bernadino. At the time of purchase, the boat still had the original bottom and the
original 130 horsepower Chris Craft M engine but the interior upholstery had been changed and the electrical had been upgraded from 6 to 12 volts. The boat was in pretty good condition for being the original structure but it was old and needed
some repairs. I hired a driver to pick it up and haul it to my friend Mike Mayer at the Lake Oswego Boat Co in Oregon. I had
Mike Mayer do only the most necessary repairs. The driver had a difficult time with the trip to Mike’s place as be blew out a
trailer tire about every 300 miles until all four of the trailer tires were replaced. They were old too.
I imported the boat and trailer to Canada in August of 2012. I operated the boat on the Shuswap Lake in its mostly original
condition until the winter of 2014. In 2013 the spotlight on the deck shorted out and burned up the electrical system. I had
that fixed then a few months later there was an incident where it nearly sunk and the engine was flooded with water. The original bottom had been patched a number of times with 3M 5200 but it leaked large volumes of water. The float on the single
bilge pump jammed in the off position while I was away. My sister, Karen Harrison got to it just in time to keep it from going
down at my mooring ball in about 100 feet of water. Thanks Karen. That is when I decided I should rebuild the boat to be reliable and upgrade the power.
The Sea Sonic Boat Company put a Mercruiser 350 into it and reconstructed the decks and hull with a modern technique. The
decks and hull are mahogany boards laminated over very robust mahogany plywood. Sea Sonic also returned the upholstery to original colors and materials after we did some research into it. Now the boat is virtually identical to what it would
have looked like when it was new at Howe Marine Sales in
1954 before it was sold to the original owner.
The boat had always garnered a lot of attention. It has very
attractive lines and the unusual top that looks like a 1950’s car
roof. Now it looks like it did when it was new but I no longer
worry about it sinking or burning up. The new construction
should last many more years than the original.
Kelvin Williamson
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Youth Judging 1st Place – Lucille a 1956 Larson Falls Flyer owned by Christine Schuh
The year is 1939. Amelia Earhart has just been officially declared dead. John
Steinbeck has published The Grapes of Wrath. Hitler ordered the German army to
prepare for the invasion of Poland. And Batman appeared in the No. 27 edition of
Detective comics. Paul Larson, of Larson Boat Works in Little Falls, Minnesota
introduces the world to the Falls Flyer: one of the most distinctive antique fiberglass boats ever produced.
The origin of the name “Falls Flyer” began in aeronautics. In 1927, Charles Lindbergh made his historic trans-Atlantic flight of 3,600 miles over 33 hours. Paul
Larson, who knew Charles through school, was impressed with his neighbor’s
achievement and named this boat, Falls, after the town they grew up in, and
Flyer, after Charles Lindbergh. The initial model shared characteristics with Jenny,
Lindbergh’s famous plane. It was a rounded hull vessel with a double cockpit,
built of canvas on wood. A metal eagle hand lift located where the port and starboard cutwaters met at the bow is a homage to the “Lone Eagle”, Charles’ nickname. This metal eagle has been changed to a duck, swan, or loon in latter models and is one of the distinctive decorative elements on the boat.
Paul had a slight obsession with speed. For this little boat, he placed the largest
motors that were available at the time. A typical model, at fourteen-feet and 400pound hull weight, would have been powered by a 30 HP Javelin Johnson. Although by today’s standard that may not be impressive, for the
1950s, it was a fire-breathing, snorting, full-on speed boat. Larson improved the aerodynamics by designing the hull into a narrow, low-slung
bullet shape. With the addition of an extension of the bottom planking several inches beyond the transom, the boat pulls up on plane and
cruises faster than you can say “mosquito”.
The original boat design used thin cedar strips screwed to oak ribs with an aircraft canvas that was tightly stretched over the frame and
glued. A patent for the model’s inboard version was applied for in 1941. The boat design transitioned into molded fiberglass format in 1954.
Although the inboard version was highly acclaimed from a stylistic point of view, it was considered less desirable from a performance perspective as it tended to torpedo, or sink, in big waves.
Falls Flyers were not only striking from a form and power perspective, Paul outfitted each with a striking paint design: a tri-coloured red,
black, and cream. Red was used on the splash guards. Black was used on the bow and parts of the deck. The remainder of the boat is
cream. Many comment on how this boat looks like an old saddle shoe or an Orca.
The Falls Flyer was only produced until 1957 and, today, only about 100 remain, over half of them fiberglass. We are fortunate that this
iconic boat has survived father time and that can be, in part, attributed to the work of Paul Mikkelsen, who had a private collection of fully
functional Falls Flyers including the extremely rare single cockpit inboard, two split-cockpit inboards, and a twenty-one-foot inboard. The Mikkelsen collection was sold in 2012 due to Paul’s failing health.
I have a fourteen-foot 1956 Falls Flyer, outboard, dual cockpit with the steering in the back acquired via the Mikkelsen auction. It has been
my first antique fiberglass boat and has been a wonderful, relatively low cost, introduction to the world of antique boating. She never fails to
turn heads and I have been asked if she is for sale simply by pulling up to the gas pump with her on her TeeNee trailer. In particular, children
love her; I think it is because they are of similar size. If you are after rare, different, iconic, I would encourage you take a second look at these
wonderful boats.
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Best Non-Wood- The Silver Bullet a 1981 J-Craft Flatbottom owned by Todd and Blair Murray

Last time we heard from Todd he was out on Shuswap lake in
November in another classic fiberglass boat which we can’t
identify from the blue bow below!
Maybe he will bring this one to a
show next year and take Best
Non-Wood again…….
we certainly hope so!
Stay warm Todd!

Most Original - Route 66 a 1966 Grew Commander owned by Bruce & Reta Wilson
This beautiful boat was featured recently on the ACBS
International Website for all 7000 plus members of the
organization to enjoy. Here is the link with the full
story—you must check it out!
http://www.acbs.org/blog/2016/12/05/okanagan-chapters2017-original/

If you can’t access this website let us know an we
will forward you the
story separately.
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Skipper’s Choice was a tie between: – DECO a 1930 De-Wite owned by BK Powell...
DECO is a 1930 Dee Wite. Her name is derived from the Art Deco theme
of the late 1920’s and 30’s Manufactured in Detroit MI by the Dwight
Lumber Company. (Dee Wite is a variation of Dwight) Dee Wite’s are a
particularly rare line of boats, with less than a handful known to exist
today. The Parent Dwight Lumber Company fell victim to the Great Depression of the 1930’s. Closing its doors in 1936 thus taking the boat
division with it. DECO is a model # 6 split cockpit runabout. She was
brought to Spokane WA from Wolfeboro NH where she patiently sat for
years awaiting her rebirth. She was finally restored to her original state
by Wood Boat Endeavor of Coeur d’ Alene ID. Deco is covered in African
mahogany with over 95% of her original hardware. She sports over
1800 clinched copper nails in her hull and is powered by a Gray Marine
Phantom a 6 volt, 6 cylinder 105 HP. engine. DECO now takes her place
among all those mahogany beauties of the past.

,,,and Diddit a 1941 Chris Craft Custom Barrelback owned by Myles and Catherine McGovern
This 1941 Chris-Craft 19’ Custom Runabout is considered the
Holy Grail of boat finds by many in the classic boat hobby. In
2005 while clearing out recently deceased Grampa’s cottage
on Lake Winnipesauke in New Hampshire the family wondered
what was still in the boathouse. Most of the family had long
ago moved to other parts of the US rarely returning to the area.
Most had assumed that “Dad” had sold the family runabout
long ago in the late 60’s as he had not talked about it for years.
To their shock when they opened the dark windowless boathouse there hanging above the water on its cradle was the boat
you see here today. Last in the water in 1966 the boat was still
covered by its original canvas tarp covered in near 40 years of
dust. The family decided to sell the boat to a collector in Oregon who quickly displayed the boat at a prestigious classic boat show in Florida and it then went back into closed indoor storage while a decision on what its future would be was decided. In the process a complete survey was done of the boat with
amazement as to its original condition. It was thought that the boat likely had less than 100 hours use from 1946 to 1966. It
appeared the boat was exactly as it would have left the factory in 1941 with few if any changes made other than a modified
fuel tank.
….continued
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In 2011 Boathouse Bay Classics was approached by a noted classic car collector from
Chatham Ontario to find and restore a significant classic mahogany runabout to add
to his collection of cars. After a short but comprehensive search it was brought to our
attention that this boat was going to be sold by the owner in Oregon. The boat was
purchased and put into short storage awaiting its turn for a restoration to the new

owners’ wishes. What followed in 2013 was a full documentation and careful
disassembly. The overall condition of the wood on the boat was incredible
save for the poor condition of the varnish finish. The bottom was solid and
had been painted twice over top of the original bronze it wore from the factory – first in a deep maroon color and then a red to match the upholstery. It
was decided to carefully remove the original bottom planks to expose the
inner bottom which had absorbed oil over the years. They were replaced with
fresh mahogany in the exact pattern as factory. All of the hardware was carefully removed and sent off for plating. An exhaustive search was initiated to
find the correct grain and color tone of the red leather. The gauges were sent
out for restoration along with the original flathead 6 cyl engine. The correct
stain was determined and then multiple coats of varnish applied. After over
1000 hours of restoration to concours condition the boat was completed in
July 2014 by Boathouse Bay Classics in Kelowna, B.C.

The owner decided to enter the boat in the
2014 Lake Tahoe Concours D’Elegance classic Boat Show in mid August. This show is to
the classic boat hoppy as Pebble Beach is to
classic cars. Amazingly on its first show and
judging it scored a 95 out of 100 points; good
enough for a First Place in Class award, out of
12 similar boats.
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People’s Choice – Inlet Belle a 1900 Fan Tail Launch owned by Ian & Sylvia Devlin
The 2016 boat show was very enjoyable, as usual, with lots of “firsts” for Sylvia and myself:



First time that my daughter and her family had joined us in Sicamous for the boat show
and I was confident enough that the engine would take the Inlet Belle across the lake for
the Friday night dinner at Totem Resort. Did not expect to encounter the storm but the
boat made it across the lake with everyone rather wet.



I enjoyed having an opportunity to provide James a feel of the wheel while the Inlet Belle
was under way in the Sicamous Channel. Now he wants to become the driver of fast
boats when he grows up.



First time in that I had to use my lights for a night run back across the lake.



First time that the Inlet Belle was on front page of local newspapers.



First time that Inlet Belle won the People’s Choice Award

At the dock Totem Lodge after stormy crossing

Grandson James at the wheel

D o c k
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Hello Karen, I hope you guys had a good year of boating, and all went well.
This year we have made a few changes to our 20 1/2 ft ,1964 Grew ,the
“Woody”, we replaced our original 150 hp Mercruiser dual carbs with a 160 hp
Rochester two barrel single carb, and had the gimbal gear housing replaced ,and
shift shaft cable, as they were both worn out and hindering proper gear shifting,
and with these two changes , our boat hasn't run as good and shifted so
smoothly in umpteen years.
We have made quit a
few outings from Crescent
Beach since the update
changes and hope for
many more years of enjoyment, as I restored the
Woody almost 36 years ago , and always find lots of things
to do for general maintenance.
At one time there were many wood speedboats in our area
and now very rarely do we see another out in the water.

F r o m
A r e

Y o u

M e m b e r
L o o k i n g

D o u g
F o r

M o r g a n
a

P r o j e c t !

Hello Karen. Sorry I missed the boat show this year but still building our home in
Magna Bay. We only managed a few days on the water the Chris Craft this summer.
The photo here is of a 1932 rowing skiff. I had a friend drop it off as he knows I
love old boats. He said he saved it from a lady who was going to plant flowers in
it at the end of her driveway.
This boat in my shop and ready for someone with time. I already have three boats
and a house that needs the Gabled ends done, so just no time for another project. I would like to give this boat to one of our members who has the time to
bring her back to life. The only thing I want in return is a photo of the boat back in
the water.
Excellent project for someone with the time. The boat is located in Magna Bay. It
can be viewed anytime. My phone number is 587 216-2418
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Thank You to Our
Sponsors!
A Big Thank You to all of the Sponsors
of the Okanagan Antique & Classic Boat Society,
We appreciate your support!
Click on the pictures to link to
our sponsors websites
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H e r e . . .

You see, I've suspected for sometime that my girlfriend may be cheating on me. Its the usual "red
flags", She turns her phone screen away when texting, always going out with her girlfriends, and buying
lots of new underwear...I try to stay awake for when she comes home at night but I always fall asleep.

Anyway, last night around midnight I decided to hide under my boat, which is sitting on its trailer
in the driveway, and wait there for her to come home. Shortly after, a car pulled in and she got out while
buttoning up her shirt. She then took her panties from her purse and slipped them on under her dress.

It was then, at that moment while I was lying on my back, under my boat, that I noticed a 16" long
crack in the #2 starboard, aft plank! Should I try to put in a dutchman ? Should I try to fill it with 5200 or
Silkaflex? I think I could get a little CPES in it first. How long should I wait to paint? This is a brand new
5200 bottom! I don't understand what happened?

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
ALSO “LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK

W W W . O A C B S . C A
2350 Crestview Road
West Kelowna BC
Canada
V1Z 1Z1

President:
Past President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Bruce Wilson
Bruce Middleton
Glenda Middleton
Bruce Middleton

BruceW@oacbs.ca
BruceM@oacbs.ca
GlendaM@oacbs.ca
BruceM@oacbs.ca

Public Relations:
Membership:
Events:
Boat Show Chair:
Dry Dock Editor:
Website:

Bruce Middleton
Bruce Wilson
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BruceW@oacbs.ca
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Peter Wright
Chris Casparis

PeterW@oacbs.ca
Chris@seasonicboats.com

Covering Western Canada

S p e c i a l

A n n o u n c e m e n t

P r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e 2 0 1 6 A C B S A w a r d s
m a d e a t t h e A n n u a l M e e t i n g
A w a r d s B a n q u e t S e p t . 2 4 , 2 0 1 6 .
Director Appreciation Plaques

Janice Miller, Dennis Mykols, Kathy Parker

Hagerty Safety Award

Dennis Mykols, Water Wonderland Chapter

The Broken Gunwale Award

Malcolm Black, Toronto Chapter

The Rover Award

Michael Yancey, Heartland Classics Chapter

Best Chapter Websites

Okanagan Chapter, 1st place, Tyson Konecny, webmaster

w a s

Lake Hopatcong, 2nd place, Cindy Heaton, webmaster
Best Chapter Publications

Large Chapters:

Sunnyland’s SHEERLINE, editor Bill Robbins

Mid-Sized Chapters: Heartland Classics’ MAHOGANY & CHROME, editor Forrest Bryant
Smaller Chapters: Manotick’s THE BRASS BINNACLE, editor Susan Richardson
Chapter Growth Awards:
Largest Increase in Memberships Northern California/Lake Tahoe Chapter
Largest Percentage of Growth

Smith Mountain Lake Chapter

The Mary Herwig Award

Honored for contributions at the chapter level Richard Sherwood, Finger Lakes Chapter

The Chapter of the Year Award

Bob Speltz Land-O-Lakes Chapter

ACBS President’s Cup Award

Gene Porter, Lake Champlain and ACBS Director

ACBS Founders’ Award

Kathy Parker, Heartland Classics Chapter and ACBS Director

THANK YOU MEMBERS FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS! YOUR ASSISTANCE WITH THIS
NEWSLETTER IS GREATLY APPRECIATED BY THE EDITOR AND ALSO BY OUR READERS!

