
 

Hello All: 

  It has been below zero for over a week 

here in Kelowna and we have shoveled 

the driveway twice. It makes it difficult to 

think about warm days, our boats and 

our association with each other.  I am 

having to get my mind to switch gears 

and will try to avoid comments about 

snow and skiing. 

  For the first time in many years, we did 

not get our boat in the water this past 

summer.  We embarked on an extensive 

RV trip which took us away from 

Kelowna for 5 months beginning early 

May and ending early October.  We did 

manage to get a bit of time on the water 

as we were able to canoe on the Buffalo 

River in the Buffalo River National Park, 

Arkansas; we sailed aboard a schooner  

 

off Portsmouth, RI and kayaked off the 

Maine coast. 

  On our way home, we came through 

Minnesota and made it to the ACBS AGM 

and International Boat Show in Brainerd 

MN in late September. This was a high-

light of every boat show we have ever 

been to.  About 150 boats in the water. 

There were boats of all types and sizes; 

million dollar wooden antiques, many 

fiberglass wonders from the 60õs and 

even a 1937 homebuilt with a 1937 

Johnson outboard on it.  I will attach a 

few photos to give some idea of what we 

saw.  

 

 

We are very pleased to welcome these new OACBS Members: 

SS Sicamous Society, Penticton, BC 

Tara Daley, Hamilton, Ont 

BK Powell, Spokane, WA 

And òTHANK YOUó to those Members that recently Renewed! 
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Dry Dock 

Message from the Wheelhouse  

December 2015 Volume #31, Winter Issue 

At the 2015 ACBS Interna-

tional Boat Show at Gull 

Lake Minnesota this past 

September, the òDry Dockó 

newsletter received the 

Best Small Chapter Publica-

tion of the Year Award! 

Thank you for all of your 

contributions; because that 

is really what makes this 

Newsletter a great thing!  

O K A N A G A N  A N T I Q U E  &  C L A S S I C  B O A T  S O C I E T Y  



 

On my way to the Show Location in òYa-bah-Deeó 

A 23õ Chris Craft Barrel Back, Triple Cockpit  

òSunburnó- 1960 Dorset Catalina with a 

Neverude  Engine, yes, a òNeverudeó  

1959 CarAqua by Marine Plastic  

òTOLKAó-Commissioned by Alexander Graham 

Bell ð 1929 Bell Laboratory  

1937 home built 

The motor from the 1937 
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As you can see, there was no shortage of fabu-

lous boats to see and wonderful stories to hear.  

I would hope that we all might be able to make it 

to one of the International shows held by ACBS in 

conjunction with their AGM. 

  This show served as a reminder as to what a 

great organization we are privileged to be mem-

bers of.  With the exception of a few staff mem-

bers in Clayton, this entire show was put on by 

volunteers.  It was over a week of events that 

included boat trips on the many lakes in and 

around Brainerd, tours of local museums and 

private member collections that classify as mu-

seums, one full day for the AGM, workshops or-

ganized by Dick Werner, and two full days of 

shows that required parking and traffic control 

volunteers to handle the thousands of visitors.  

  Yes, we do run on volunteers which brings me 

to a subject I would ask each of us to put some 

thought on.  We are all members of various clubs 

and as such, every now and then we must ask 

ourselves some key questions about our mem-

berships.  

I think two key questions for me are: 

1: Why did I join the club?   

2:  Why do I stay? 

  When we look at these two questions and 

spend some time of reflection on them, I believe 

we could come up with many and varied reasons 

why each of us joined the OACBS.  This leads me 

to a third and fourth question and these are the 

key ones for the growth and stability of our club. 

They are: 

3: Is the OACBS meeting our personal expecta-

tions? 

4: How can we do a better job to maintain our 

existing members and attract new ones? 

   

  In the next few months I hope to be able to ad-

dress these questions and will be sending out 

some general Emails to encourage some discus-

sion and hopefully end up doing a better job for 

all our members.  

  If your ideas start to flow on this, please feel 

free to send me your thoughts at any time.  Our 

next board meeting is Jan 21st, 2016 and I 

would love to have some ideas by then.  

My Email is; bc.wilson@telus.net  

and my phone is: 250-868-3241. 

 

  I again want to thank Karen for assuming the 

Presidentõs role in my absence and thanks to all 

the board members for their continued support. 

  Reta and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

and all the best for the coming year.  

 

Bruce Wilson 

President ð OACBS 

 

 

PS: I just received this photo from a friend and 

had to share it with you. If we can find the owner, 

does this qualify as a Classic or do we need a 

new category called òRedneck VAN-A-BOATó??? 
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Sadly Danny Hinds will be giving up his duties as our Treasurer in March next year, so we are now in need of a new volunteer to 

take on this responsibility on behalf of the Okanagan Antique & Classic Boat Society. 

Thankfully the OACBS as an organization does not have an overly complicated or active financial situation.  If you have a basic 

understanding of accounting principles, can copy what has been done in the past, and feel the need to ògive backó to the or-

ganization; then please contact either Bruce Wilson or Danny Hinds to discuss further.  You can find their contact information 

on the last page of this newsletter. 

We thank you for your interest! 

The Antique & Classic Boat Society 

is dedicated to the preservation, restoration and  

education of all historic, antique and classic boats. 
 

From the time of its first official general meeting and board meeting of officers and directors on February 9, 1975 

in Boston, the Antique & Classic Boat Society (ACBS) has been dedicated to bringing together people with a love of 

antique and classic boats and boating. 

Our mission is promote the love and enjoyment of all aspects of classic boating. In furtherance of that goal, ACBS 

also provides scholarships to worthy students seeking careers in the field of antique marine restoration and preser-

vation. ACBS also acts as a central governing body for the classic boating hobby and our chapters. 
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T r e a s u r e r  N e e d e d  



 

 

You may have recently received your 2015 ACBS Membership Renewal Form in the mail.   

You have two choices to complete your renewal: 

You can complete the form and mail it along with your cheque to ACBS Headquarters in Clayton, NY  

Or  

You can go to www.myacbs.org and renew online.  The online process is very easy and secure, and while you are on the web-

site you can check out and update your membership information and review the other great areas on this site like the Member-

ship Directory and Videos. 
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Thank You To Our Generous Sponsors! 


